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SPEECH BY DON DUNSTAN. PREMIER OF SOUTH A U 5 T R A L I A , AT THE 
31ST CONVENTION OF Y . M . C . A . 5TH MARCH. 1 9 7 1 . 
S IR ARTHUR, 
DR. F R A N K L I N , 
L A D I E S AND GENTLEMEN : 
I AM VERY PLEASED T H I S EVENING TO BE ABLE TO OPEN THE 
Y . M . C . A . ! S 31 ST NATIONAL CONVENTION. IT I S A P P R O P R I A T E THAT THE 
CONVENTION SHOULD BE HELD IN ADELA IDE AT T H I S T I M E . WE ARE IN 
T H I S C I T Y NOW INVOLVED AT BOTH THE P O L I T I C A L AND SOC IAL L E V E L IN A 
DIALOGUE CONCERNING THE CHANGING ROLE OF YOUNG PEOPLE IN THE 
^ C O M M U N I T Y AND I UNDERSTAND THAT T H I S I S SOMETHING WHICH I S CONCERN-
ING YOU AT TH IS CONVENTION. 
AT THE MOMENT THERE ARE TWO B I L L S BEFORE THE UPPER HOUSE 
OF OUR STATE PARL IAMENT WHICH HAVE S I G N I F I C A N T BEARING ON T H I S 
T O P I C . THEY ARE A CONST ITUT IONAL AMENDMENT B I L L WHICH WILL LOWER 
THE VOTING AGE IN T H I S STATE TO 1 8 , AND AN "AGE OF M A J O R I T Y " B I L L 
WHICH WILL EXTEND PEOPLE AGED BETWEEN 18 AND 21 THE LEGAL AND 
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" C O N S T I T U T I O N A L RIGHT 1 NOW ENJOYED BY PEOPLE AGED 21 AND OVER. 
WE EXPECT TO SEE THESE PROV IS IONS PASSED INTO LAW IN THE VERY 
NEAR FUTURE . 
NOW TO A MINORITY OF PEOPLE THESE ARE QUITE R A D I C A L 
CHANGES. BUT , AS MEMBERS OF THE ' Y ' WOULD WELL KNOW, THERE HAS 
\ 
IN THE LAST TWENTY YEARS BEEN A QUITE D I S T I N C T CHANGE NOT ONLY 
IN S O C I E T Y ' S ATT ITUDE TO YOUNG P E O P L E , BUT IN YOUNG P E O P L E ' S 
ATT ITUDE TO S O C I E T Y . BOTH HAVE MATURED. I T I S TRUE THAT HUMAN 
BE INGS ALWAYS SEE THE AGE THEY L I V E IN AS BE ING THE STANDARD AND 
STABLE ONE. BUT WE CAN NOW S E E , LOOKING BACK IN H I S T O R Y , THAT 
C I V I L I Z E D S O C I E T I E S HAVE ON A NUMBER OF OCCASIONS CHANGED THEIR 
MIND5 ABOUT HOW MANY YEARS OLD PEOPLE SHOULD BE TO ENJOY THE F R U I T S 
OF ADULTHOOD. 
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FDR I N S T A N C E , IN GREECE ABOUT 4 0 0 BC MALE C I T I Z E N S 
D I D N ' T GET THE VOTE U N T I L THEY WERE T H I R T Y . IN ANCIENT ROME 
THERE WERE AT VARIOUS T IMES THREE SEPARATE AGE Q U A L I F I C A T I O N S : 
A PERSON WAS AN INFANT WHILE UNDER SEVEN , PUBESCENT U N T I L 14 
(FOR BOYS) OR 12 (FOR G I R L S ) AND A MINOR UNT IL 2 5 , WHEN HE WAS 
DESCR IBED AS MATURE. DURING THE SAME P E R I O D , THE PEOPLE OF 
GERMANY AND S I M I L A R ROMAN FRONTIER AREAS WERE COUNTED AS ADULT 
AT 1 5 , AND 15 BECAME THE GENERAL AGE OF MAJORITY IN B R I T A I N AND 
NORTHERN EUROPE DURING THE 9TH , 1OTH AND 16TH C E N T U R I E S . 
BY THE T IME OF MAGNA CARTA , THE AGE FOR THOSE HOLDING 
IN KNIGHT S E R V I C E HAD BEEN R A I S E D TO 2 1 , B E C A U S E . T H I S WAS HELD 
TO BE THE AGE WHEN A PERSON WAS STRONG ENOUGH TO HOLD UP A SU IT 
OF ARMOUR AND L I F T A SWORD AT THE SAME T I M E . 
BY THE TIME SHAKESPEARE CAME AROUND TO WRITING ROMEO 
AND J U L I E T , WHILE THE S I T U A T I O N HAD NOT CHANGED L E G A L L Y IN B R I T A I N , 
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I T WAS S T I L L P O S S I B L E FOR HIM TO G IVE H I S TWO CENTRAL CHARACTERS 
(MATURE, FULL FORMED AND WISE IN SOC IETY AS THEY WERE) AN AGE OF 
ABOUT FOURTEEN Y E A R S . AND OF COURSE THE PAGES OF ENGL I SH H ISTORY 
ARE L I T T E R E D WITH ACC0UNT5 OF THE E X P L O I T S OF TEENAGE K I N G S , 
P R I N C E S , DUKES , E A R L S , BARONETS AND KNAVES . IN F A C T , IT WAS 
REALLY ONLY DURING THE N INETEENCH CENTURY THAT THE AGE OF MAJORITY 
WAS ELEVATED FROM AN ORDINARY LEGAL CONCEPT TO A PLATEAU OF HIGH 
P A T E R N A L I S T I C MORAL P R I N C I P L E . AND SO WE SEE IN A LAW JOURNAL OF 
1 8 7 2 , A REPORT ON THE ' I N F A N T S ' OF THE RICH - THAT I S , NOT 
INFANTS IN N A P P I E S , BUT ONES IN WELL -CUT ADULT CLOTHES . IT 
READS : 
"BUT A TIME COMES WHEN THE INFANTS OF THE R ICH NEED 
LEGAL P R O T E C T I O N . . WHEN GOLDEN-SPOONED INFANTS ARE WELL 
ADVANCED: IN THEIR TEENS THEY ARE PRONE TO H O R S E - F L E S H , 
D O G - F L E S H , . C I G A R S , S PARKL ING D R I N K S , SWELL A T T I R E , BETT ING 
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AND MAKING PRESENTS TO L A D I E S WHO ARE SOMETIMES F A I R 
AND OFTEN F R A G I L E . THESE H A B I T S ARE E X P E N S I V E AN'fr t H E 
PATERNAL ALLOWANCE I S INADEQUATE . " :4H'EN COMES THE MONEY 
L E N D E R . HE LENDS TO THE INFANT OF THE R ICH ON THE 
PROMISE OF PAYMENT WHEN THEY COME OF AGE . THE MONEY 
L E N D E R ' S RATE OF INTEREST I S H I G H . " 
NOW FROM THAT EXTRAORDINARY POINT OF HIGH V I C T O R I A N R E C T I T U D E , WE 
COME QU ICKLY TO THE P R E S E N T . AS I HAVE SA ID BEFORE , THERE I S 
HARDLY A SECT ION OF R E S P O N S I B L E SOC IETY NOW THAT DOES NOT KNOW 
TMAT A S I G N I F I C A N T CHANGE HAS TAKEN PLACE IN TH INK ING ON MATTERS 
OF THE AGE OF M A J O R I T Y . THE MAIN PRESSURE MAY HAVE COME FROM A" 
R I S E IN GENERAL SPENDING POWER ON THE PART OF TEENAGERS , BUT IT I S 
ALSO TRUE THAT THE CHANGE HAS OCCURRED BECAUSE OF BETTER AND MORE 
L I B E R A L EDUCATION AND BECAUSE THE RES IDUE OF P A T E R N A L I S M FROM THE 
19TH CENTURY I S THANKFULLY WITHERING AWAY. 
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PERHAPS THE MOST NOTEABLE REPORT ON THE AGE OF MAJORITY I S 
THE LATEY REPORT WHICH WAS PRESENTED TO THE B R I T I S H PARL IAMENT IN 
1967 FOLLOWING D E T A I L E D I N V E S T I G A T I O N S BY A MOST LEARNED COMMISS ION . 
THE REPORT SUMMED UP THE MAIN ARGUMENTS IN FAVOR OF REDUCING THE AGE 
OF MAJORITY TO 1B AS FOLLOWS: 
THE AGE OF 18 SEEMS TO US THE MOST S U I T A B L E B E C A U S E : -
( 1 ) THERE I S UNDENIABLY A GREAT INCREASE IN MATURITY 
TOWARDS THAT AGE . 
( 2 ) THE VAST MAJOR ITY OF YOUNG PEOPLE ARE IN FACT 
RUNNING THE IR OWN L I V E S , MAKING THEIR OWN D E C I S I O N S 
AND BEHAVING AS R E S P O N S I B L E ADULTS BY THE TIME THEY 
ARE 1 8 . 
( 3 ) THOSE OF OUR WITNESSES WHO SEEMED MOST CLOSELY I N 
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TOUCH WITH THE YOUNG FAVOURED 18 AS THE AGE AT WHICH IT 
WAS NOT ONLY SAFE TO G IVE R E S P O N S I B I L I T Y , BUT U N D E S I R A B L E , 
I F NOT INDEED DANGEROUS, TO WITHHOLD I T . 
T H I S WAS THE AGE AT WHICH ON THE WHOLE THE YOUNG THEM-
S E L V E S SEEMED TO RECKON THEMSELVES OF AGE . SOME OF 
THEIR ARGUMENTS MAY NOT BE SOUND; AND WE HAVE ALREADY 
S A I D . T H A T POPULAR PRECONCEPTION WAS NOT I N F L U E N C I N G US MORE 
THAN WE COULD H E L P . NEVERTHELESS T H I S WAS A POINT WHICH 
WEIGHED WITH U S . WE FE LT THAT AN IMPORTANT FACTOR IN 
COMING OF AGE I S THE CONVICT ION THAT YOU ARE NOW ON YOUR 
OWN, READY TO STAND ON YOUR OWN FEET AND TAKE YOUR WEIGHT 
OFF THE ACHING CORNS OF YOUR P A R E N T S ' , FULLY R E S P O N S I B L E 
FOR THE CONSEQUENCES OF YOUR OWN A C T I O N S . I F , AS WE ARE 
CONVINCED, THE YOUNG ON THE WHOLE REACT BADLY TO THE F E E L I N G 
THAT THEY ARE BE ING " PROTECTED " PAST THE AGE AT WHICH THEY 
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THINK THEY CAN LOOK AFTER THEMSELVES , THEN LOWERING THE AGE 
TO A POINT WHICH S T I L L SEEMED TO THEM TOO HIGH WOULD NOT 
HAVE THE DES IRED E F F E C T OF PUTTING THEM ON THE IR METTLE AS 
ADULTS . THE RESENTMENTS AND I R R I T A T I O N S OF F E E L I N G THAT 
R E S P O N S I B I L I T Y WAS DENIED TO THEM WOULD R E M A I N . WE 
THINK THAT , G IVEN R E S P O N S I B I L I T Y AT 1 8 , THEY WOULD R I S E TO 
THE OCCAS ION: BUT , AS WITH A S O U F F L E , THE RESULTS OF 
WAITING TOO LONG MIGHT BE AS D ISASTROUS AS ACTING TOO SOON. 
18 I S ALREADY AN IMPORTANT WATERSHED IN L I F E . TO MENTION 
SOME EXAMPLES OF THE FREEDOM ATTA INED AT T H I S STAGE , AT 18 
YOU BECOME L I A B L E FOR FULL NATIONAL INSURANCE CONTR IBUT IONS ; 
L I A B L E FOR M I L I T A R Y S E R V I C E WHEN THERE I S C O N S C R I P T I O N ; 
ABLE TO DRINK ALCOHOL IN P U B L I C ; NO LONGER L I A B L E TO CARE , 
PROTECTION OR CONTROL ORDERS; FREE TO CARRY ON STREET 
TRADING ; AND, OF COURSE, YOU CAN APPLY FOR A COMMERCIAL 
BALLOON P I L O T ' S L I C E N C E . AND BY 18 YOU CAN DR IVE A CAR 
OR MOTOR B I C Y C L E , BE TREATED AS AN ADULT WHEN IN NEED OF 
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OF TREATMENT FOR MENTAL DISORDER AND CHOOSE YOUR OWN 
DOCTOR AND D E N T I S T WITHIN THE NATIONAL HEALTH S l u V I C E 
IN A SENTENCE , AT 18 YOUNG PEOPLE NOWADAYS ALREADY 
BECOME EMANCIPATED FOR MANY PURPOSES OF THEIR PERSONAL 
AND P R I V A T E L I V E S AND ARE FREE TO ORDER THEM AS THEY W I L L . " 
WELL , I B E L I E V E THAT SUCH ARGUMENTS IN FAVOR OF THE CHANGE 
WILL CARRY THE DAY THROUGHOUT A U S T R A L I A SHORTLY . IN SOUTH 
A U S T R A L I A THEY W I L L , AS I HAVE S A I D , SOON BE LAW. AS A R E S U L T , 
I THINK IT I S P O S S I B L E TO PRED ICT THAT IN THE NEXT TEN Y E A R S , 
WE WILL SEE MORE AND MORE YOUNG PEOPLE ACCEPT ING ROLES OF CLEAR 
R E S P O N S I B I L I T Y IN THE COMMUNITY. TH IS WILL UNDOUBTEDLY AFFECT 
P O L I T I C S , JUST AS IT WI L L SUCH ORGANIZATIONS AS THE Y . M . C . A . 
IT WILL MEAN THAT THE CANDOUR AND HONESTY OF THE YOUNG WIL L 
BEG IN TO AFFECT S P E C I F I C I S S U E S SUCH AS R A C E - R E L A T I O N S , WAR AND 
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C O N S C R I P T I O N , THE P L I G H T OF THE POOR AND THE D I S P O S S E S S E D , AND THE 
NATURE OF SOME COMMUNITY STANDARDS WHICH HAVE OFTEN BEEN MORE 
H Y P O C R I T I C A L THAN C R I T I C A L . AND I B E L I E V E THAT T H I S WILL BE A 
GOOD T H I N G . 
AND THE ROLE OF THE Y . M . C . A . , AS ONE OF THE LARGEST INFORMAL 
EDUCATIONAL A S S O C I A T I O N S IN A U S T R A L I A , W I L L ASSUME INCREAS ING 
IMPORTANCE AS A R E S U L T , FOR IT I S THROUGH SUCH ORGANIZAT IONS 
THAT AN EXAMPLE OF TOLERANCE , HUMANITY AND MODERATION CAN BE MOST 
FORCEABLY AND P E R S U A S I V E L Y S E T . 
I THEREFORE HAVE MUCH PLEASURE IN DECLAR ING YOUR CONVENTION 
OPEN. 
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